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AN  APPRECIATION 


This  issue  is  dedicated  to  the  late  Dr*  A,  H,  Meyer, 

Regional  Director,  who  died  on  Scptembor  15,  from 

injuries  received  in  an  automobile  accident. 

It  was  not  by  accident  of  birth  or  environment  that  the 
late  Dr.  A.  H.  Meyer  reached  the  position  of  executive  head  of  one  of 
the  most  important  projects  in  the  National  Soil  Erosion  Service.  Ke 
was  a man  of  prodigious  energy  and  unusual  perceptions.  During  the 
forty-five  years  of  his  unusually  active  life  he  had  achieved  prom.i- 
nence  in  many  phases  of  Agricultural  Science.  He  was  a soil  technician 
by  preference  and  his  reseonch  into  this  branch  of  the  science  has 
been  recognized  by  many  of  the  greatest  authorities  of  the  times. 

He  lived  as  a boy  on  a mid-western  farm  and  the  early  im- 
pressions of  farm  life  no  doubt  influenced  him  in  his  choice  of  lifers 
work.  He  mastered  the  Three  Rs  in  a small  ITisconsin  tovm,  and  upon 
graduation  entered  the  University  of  lYisconsin,  finishing  the  agricul- 
tural course  in  1911*  From  I9II  to  1920  ho  was  a social  scientist  in 
Washington,  D.  C.,  under  Professor  Milton  Whitney.  From  1920  to  1921 
he  was  in  charge  of  the  soil  survey  for  the  state  of  Georgia.  From 
1921  to  1923  be  was  in  charge  of  the  soil  s’arvcy  for  the.  state -of — — — 
Arkansas.  Deciding  to  acquire  a Doctor's  degree  in  Agriculture,  ho  re- 
turned to  his  homo  school  at  Yfisconsin  and  during  the  time  required  to 
got  his  degree  was  an  assistant  to  Prof.  A.  R.  Whitson.  Leaving 
Madison  in  192?,  he  wont  to  Clcmson  College,  where  he  7\ras  engaged  in 
soil  research  for  tviro  years.  3y  this  time  his  work  in  research  in  soils 
had  won  recognition,  and  the  Louisiana  State  University  offered  him  a 
place  at  Baton  Rouge.  He  accepted  and  continued  his  valuable  research 
work  five  years.  Upon  commencement  of  the  National  Soil  Erosion 
Service  Program  in  Louisiana,  ho  Viras  chosen  from  among  many  to  head 
this  important  work.  This  in  itself  ym.s  one  of  the  highest  tributes 
that  could  be  paid  to  a man  of  his  profession.  It  is  a compliment  to 
the  judgment  of  his  superiors  that  they  gave  him  a free  hand  in  the 
management  of  this  important  part  of  the  National  Program.  Their  de- 
cision Yfas  justified  from  the  first,  for  few  projects  function  so 
smoothly  or  successfully  as  the  Louisiana  Project.  In  loss  than  a 
year's  time  he  built  an  org-anization  of  unusual  proficiency.  He  had 
managed  to  take  a group  of  men,  strangers  to  one  another,  and  build 
them  into  a unit  not  only  of  working  efficiency  but  of  fellowship. 

Dr,  Moyer  was  a real  loader.  His  enthusiasm  was  untiring, 
and  his  vrords  always  carried  tho  conviction  that  ho  believed  implicit- 
ly in  the  things  which  ho  did.  He  loved  life,  played  hard  and  v/orkod 
hard.  Ho  was  kind  and  considerate  in  his  homo,  and  loyal  to  his 
friends.  He  inspired  confidence  in  everyone. 
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AGRICPLTUPAL  ENGINEERING  DEPMTMENT 

Our  terracing  program  is  beginning  to  got  under  way.  Almost 
every  day  from  one  to  five  farmers  notify  this  office  that  their  crops 
have  boon  harvested  and  that  the  fields  are  ready  to  bo  terraced.  Wo 
are  sure  each  farmer  realizes  that  his  cooperative  agreement  calls  for 
very  definite  participation  on  his  part.  In  fact,  in  all  cooperative 
agroaments  botvfoon  the  farmer  and  the  government,  the  government  agreed 
to  furnish  terracing  plows,  corsicana  terracers  and  fresnos,  and  to  make 
surveys  for  terraces;  and  the  farmer  agreed  to  construct  same.  However, 
six  ho  horse  pov/or  tractors  and  largo  graders  are  being  tisod  by  the 
government  to  assist  farmers  in  the  terracing  program,  and  mil  bo  used 
on  many  of  the  larger  fields  that  are  not  too  rough.  Wo  are  planning  to 
operate  this  equipment  as  near  2h,  hours  per  day  as  possible  in  order  to 
help  the  farmer  complete  as  much  of  the  terracing  program  this  season 
as  possible.  Your  full  cooperation  is  very  necessary  and  the  follcv/ing 
thir.gs  are  what  each  farmer  is  expected  to  do  in  connection  with  the 
program. 

1,  Notify  this  office  as  soon  as  crops  are  harvostod 
and  your  fields  arc  ready  to  bo  terraced, 

2.  Furnish  high  stakes,  (small  tlirco  to  four  foot 
long),  for  staking  out  terrace  lines. 

3*  Furnish  man  to  drive  sto.kcs. 

iq.  Furnish  mule,  single  plow  and  man  to  mark  off 
terrace  lines. 

5.  Furnish  team,  driver  and  drag  pan  if  available, 
start  building  up  low  places  in  terrace  ridges,  and 
also  do  the  necessary  fill  work  at  terrace  outlets. 

6.  Construct  entire  torraco  system  on  those  fields 
too  rough  or  too  steep  for  tractors  to  operate. 

7.  Furnish  team  and  driver  to  smooth  cut  terrace 
ridges . 
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The  Soil  Erosion  Service  will  make  surveys  of  all  terraces  o.nd 
will  furnish  terracing  plows,  corsicana  graders  and  fresnos  for  the  con- 
struction of  terraces  on  fields  where  the  heavier  equipment  Yd.ll  not  he 
used,  and  vath  your  cooperation  and  normal  weather  conditions  the  greater 
part  of  all  farms  in  the  imtorshed  can  he  terraced  this  season. 

STRIP  CROPS 

The  subject  of  strip  cropping  is  still  novr  to  most  of  us.  In 
the  last  fow  years  much  time  has  been  spent  in  pro'ving  the  value  of  strip 
crops  as  a means  of  controlling  erosion.  Strip  crops  a.ro  used  only  on 
sloping  land  and  Yd.ll  occupy  from  20%  to  ^0%  of  a field,  depending  on  tho 
slope.  Oats,  vetch,  Icspodeza,  peas,  soy  beans  and  any  other  close  grovr- 
ing  plants  mth  dense  fibrous  root  systems  make  good  strip  crops. 

By  strip  cropping,  yv'c  moan  planting  a strip  of  the  regular  crop, 
such  as  cotton  or  corn;  tJien  a strip  of  a,  close  growing  crop;  then  another 
strip  of  tho  regular  crop,  Tho  purpose  of  the  strip  crop  is  to  halt  the 
doYmhill  floYf  of  Y/ater  and  to  filter  out  the  soil  particles,  holding  the 
soil  on  the  slopes  instcc.d  of  lotting  it  Yfash  doYn  into  the  streams, 

RECOMAISSAHCE  SHRVEY 

Three  trained  men  in  the  Soil  Erosion.  SorYnoo  arc  noYY  in  the 
field  collecting  inforr/irct-ion  on  erosion  conditions  to  determine  the  kinds 
and  amounts  of  erosion. 


PROVIDING  FOOD  AND  P'EED  FOR  THE  FAHILY  AND  LIVESTOCK 


Tho  drouth  has  been  unusually  soY^orc,  Wo  liavo  made  little  corn, 
hay,  potatoes  or  other  food  stuff  for  our  livestock  or  food  for  our  fam- 
ilies, Uncle  Sam  is  going  to  giin  us  a lift  - "thanJes  to  President 
Roosevelt”  - but  vfo  must  not  sit  idly  by  vdth  folded  hands  and  expect 
Uncle  Sam  to  supply  our  many  needs,  Lot^s  do  a little  thinking  for  our- 
selves and  then  put  our  thoughts  into  action, 

Ydion  tho  Lord  had  created  tho  earth,  he  divided  tho  time  into 
seasons  and  in  His  infinite  wisdom  proYmdod  Yregetation  particularly  adapt- 
ed to  grow  best  during  each  season.  He  did  not  do  this  accidentally  but 
YJlth  the  purpose  that  the  creatures  He  had  made  mnght  bo  fed.  Then  above 
all  other  animals  Ho  placed  man,  giving  him  a brain  capable  of  thinking, 
Noyt  if  Y\ro  fail  to  think  and  refuse  to  act  upon  our  thoughts,  Yrc  become 
responsible  for  our  suffering. 

Tho  thought  Y\rc  arc  trying  to  get  across  to  our  farmers  is  that 
YYc  can  still  help  ourselves  ouid  not  suffer  for  food  if  we  Y/ill  yisc  Y/hat 
WG  have  on  hand. 

The  folloYYing  to-blo  might  be  used  as  a guide  for  groYYing  Ydntcr 
crops  as  soon  as  there  is  sufficient  moisture. 


FOR  LIVESTOCK 
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NATIOML  FIRE  PREVEITTION  V/ESK 

To  the  people  of  our  watcrahod  arcaSj,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  has  dedicated  the  week  begiinning  Oenober  Ya  ^93^4-5  fire  preven- 
tion week*  Lot  each  and  every  one  work  v/ith  our  President  to  make  this 
a greater  success* 

BY  THE  PRESIDSLLC  OF  THE  TOTITED  STATES  OF  AJ'.ffiRICA 

A PROCLAJvIATIOH 

Disastrous  fires  destroy  each  year  property  of  many  kinds  to  a total 
greater  than  the  whole  value  of  all  property  in  the  Ration  in  the  days  of 
our  forefathers*  This  loss  seriously  offsets  our  normal  gain  in  national 
assets  e 

It  is  the  simple  obligation  of  every  citizen  to  realize,  laioYTing  this, 
that  a large  proportion  of  those  fires  can  be  prevented  by  the  exercise  of 
proper  care  and  by  the  use  of  appropriate  fire-prevention  measures, 

I call  special  attention  to  the  unfortunate  fact  that  a very  largo 
percentage  of  fires  in  every  part  of  the  Ration  is  caused  by  acts  of  indi- 
vidual carelessness  and  that  millions  of  dollars^  worth  of  property  could 
be  preserved  each  year  by  the  realization  on  the  part  cf  the  individual  of 
his  or  her  responsibility  to  the  c oiTnaunity 

ROW,  THEREFORE,  I,  FRilMLIR  D,  ROOSEVELT,  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  do  hereby  proclaim  and  designate  the  wee'k  beginning 
October  1934^  CIS  Fire  Prevention  Week,  aiid  I particularly  urge  State  and' 
municipal  officials,  civic  and  corrimercial  organizations,  school  authorities, 
the  clergy,  c-nd  the  press  to  emphasize  vhe  danger  of  and  ncodiess  waste 
caused  by  fire  and  to  orncourago  t.'io  study  of  ivays  and  moans  whereby  fire 
hazards  and  the  disastrous  consequ.e?.iGos  of  fire  may  be  prevented  as  far  as 
possible* 

IR  Y'U TRESS  WHEREOF,  I have  hcrouiito  sot  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  of  America  bo  affixed, 

DORE  at  the  City  of  Washington  tliis  tenth  day  of  September,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  nineteen  hundred  and  thirty-four,  and 

(SEAL)  of  the  IndcpoiidoiicG  of  the  United  States  of  America 

the  one  hundred  and  fifty-ninth. 

FRARKLIR  D.  ROOSEVELT 

”l’m  for  the  Soil  Erosion  Service  100^,"  says  J.  l/Y, 

Felts,  who  wants  lj.0  acres  of  now  forest  and  35  cicres  of 
new  improved  pasture.  "That  strip  cropping  proposition 
sounds  good  to  me.  Something  that  holds  the  soil  on 
these  old  hills  and  furnishos  feed  next  spring  is  v/hat 
I*ve  been  needing  for  years,"  he  volunteered. 
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GAITS  COHSERTATION 

Organization  of  hunting  units  of  ^00  acres  or  more  is  moving  for- 
Yfard.  Tho  ovjncrs  of  those  units  ytIII  allour  no  hunting  on  thoir  land  for 
tv;o  years  at  loo-st^  control  predatory  animals  and  plant  food  for  the  birds. 
When  several  coveys  of  quail  are  raised  on  the  placo^  tho  ovmors  vdll  sell 
hunting  privileges  to  sportsmen,,  thus  getting  money  for  their  trouble  in 
addition  to  deriving  benefit  from  insect  control. 

Tho  finonicial  side  of  game  conservation  from  the  farm  standpoint  hns 
boon  given  little  or  no  attention  in  tho  Soutli. 

Sportsmen  in  this  region  have  indico.tod  that  they  mil  be  vdlling 
to  pay  for  tho  privilege  of  hunting  on  units  of  ^00  acres  or  moro  that  arc 
well  stocked  YYith  quail. 

Birds  aro  an  essential  part  of  ovory  farm.  They  arc  tho  farmer’s 
best  friends  in  insect  control,^  alloiuing  hm  to  grovM’  more  and  better  crops. 
Examinations  made  by  tho  United  States  Biological  Survey  show  that  one 
quail  may  oat  as  many  as  U-^  boll  v/o evils  in  one  mcalv 

There  arc  approximately  2^0  species  of  birds  in  this  section  of 
Louisiana,  Every  fanu  docs  not  have  o,s  many  birds  as  it  should  and  is, 
therefore,  deprived  of  the  benefits  that  it  should  azid  could  have, 

Tho  follomng  information  is  taken  from  Farmers  Bulletin  No,  161)11.: 

"The  value  of  binds  lies  chiefly  in  their  destruction  of  injurious 
insects.  Leading  an  active  life  they  require  much  food  and  arc  the  most 
ravenous  enemies  of  pests  of  this  kind.  Hardly  an  agricultural  post  es- 
capes their  attacks. 

The  army  vrorm  has  1|.3  bird  enemies 

Tlio  billbug  has  110  bird  enemies 

T]ic  cotton  boll  weevil  has  66  bird  enemies 

The  brom  tailed  moth  has  31  bird  enemies 

The  chinch  bug  has  29  bird  enemies 

The  clover  root  borer  has  9I1-  bird  enemies 

The  clover  vroovil  has  iqS  bird  encm.ios 

Tlio  coddling  noth  has  36  bird  enom.ics 

Tho  cotton  vrorm  has  li-l  bird  enemies 

The  cut  YJorm  has  98  bird  enemies 

Tho  forest  tent  caterpillar  has  32  bird  enemies 

Tho  gypsy  moth  has  I).6  bird  enemies 

Tho  horsefly  has  1}.9  bird  enemies 

Tho  loaf  hopper  has  175  bird  'enemies 

The  orchard  tent  caterpillar  has  I).3  bird  enemies 

The  potato  beetle  has  3U  bird  enemies 

The  12  spotted  cucumber  beetle  has  I4.2  bird  enemies 

The  Yjhito  grub  has  95  bird  enemies 

The  wire  worm  ho.s  205  bird  onemmes" 


t 
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'»  follOTiTS: 


PATH  GAC-IFG 

Sixteen  rain  gagr^s  are  etationod  in  anS*.  nerr  the  rratersheds  as 


I • 


t 


STiiTION 

LOCATION 

■ NO,  RAINS  FROM 
SEPT.  1 TO 

SEPT,  2I). 

TOTAL 

INCHES 

RAINFALL 

No,  1 

S,  F,  Krouso,  6 mile S' from .Minden 
on  Gorino.ntovrn  Road, 

; Sept,  3 ” 0.95  im, 
Septc  10-  - 0,01  in. 
Sept,  17  0,69  in. 

' 1 ,65  in. 

OJ 

• 

o 

Gulf  -Tank  Farm,  7 miles  from 
Minden  at  Dubuorl.y, 

Sept.  3 ” 0,70  in. 
Sopto  17  - 0,39  im,  i 

1,09  in. 

Ka 

0 

O 

T,  . Pearce^  7 miles  .fr-om  liir.aer  ‘ Sept,;  3 " 0,78  in,  i 

on  Hof lin-Dnbberly  Roj.d,  | Sept,  17  - 0,52  in,  | 1,30  in. 

No,  1; 

■Jack  Dyor_^  L.  miles  frci."  iVmrdon  ■ Sopt^  3 ■"'  in.,.  J 

on  Sliroaoport  Road,  | Sv'ot,  17  - 0^,99  1''^-  I 1,61  in. 

No.  5 

Matt  Moore,,  l\.  miles  from  Minden 
on  Hom^^r  Road, 

_ . . . 

■ 1 

1 

Sept,  3 " 0,75  im,  j ■ . 

Sept.  3 0.03  in,  j 

Sent,  15  0.30  in.  | 1,08  in. 

No.  6 

Ernobt  Connell,  5 miJ.es  from 
Minden  on  Dubborly  Road, 

r - 

Sept,  3 0,77  in, 

OcOii  in. 

Sept,  10  - O0O6  in. 
Sept,  15  “ 0,31  im. 

1 

i 

i 1,18  in. 

No.  7 

0,  Wv  Bracking  8 miles  from 

Minden  on  Gibloy-Hef lin  Road, 

Sept,  3 " 0,95.  im. 
Sept,  10  - 0,05  in, 
0,02  in. 

Sept,  5 " 0,36  in. 
Sept.  22  - 0,01  in. 

1,39  im, 

t 

j 

No.  8 

r 

! 

Will  Bcckj  ''  miles  from  Minden  | Sept,  5 ” 0,66  in, 

on  Ruston  Read,  j Sept,  10  - 0.09  in. 

[ Sept,  15  - 0,ij.l  in, 
j Sept,  22  - OoOl  in. 

1 

1.17  in. 

No.  9 

! 

T,  C,  Alexander 5 8 miles  west  i Not  mounted, 

of  Ruston  on  U,  S,  Hy,  ir&0»  | 

No.  lO 

G.  D,  Ho.gg.  2 miles  oo.st  of  1 No  record, 

Unionvillo  on  Highway,  j 

No.  11 

F,  C,  Colb,  2 miles  from 

Ruston  on  Parish  Road, 

Not  mounted. 

1 

No.  12 

Miss  Loguin,  1 mile  from 

Bubach  on  Highv^ay  7/^167 

Not  mounted. 
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IIA-IN  GkCrim}  (Continued) 


STATION' 

o 

p 

r 

M 

O 

1 

i 

NO,  PAINS  FROM 
SPPr.  1 TO 

SEPT.  2lp 

TOTAL 
INCHES -• 
RrlINFALL 

No.  15 

Dr,  Charlie  Laurance,  1 mile 
from  Vicima. 

Sept,  3 " 0,-65  in, 
Soptr  10  - C060  in. 

S opt 13  - 0 , 36 ' in. . ■ 
Septo  21  - (?) 

I0I9  in. 

No.  llj- 

J,  B,  Giles,  2 miles  ..from 

Vienna  on  Mineral  Springs  Road. 

Septc  3 “ 0.62  in, 
Sopt,  10  - 0v321n,. 
Soot,  Vi  - 0,32  in. 
Soot,  15  - (?) 

Sopt.  20  - 0,10- in.A 

1.36  in. 

No,  15 

M.  L,  Saints,  l/p  mile  oast  of 
Hilly  on  road  loading  from 

Hy.  #167  to  Hilly. 

Septo  3 “ 0,56  in, 
Septo  10  - 0,25  in.. 

Sopt,  13  - 0«60  in. 

' Sopb-  15  " 0,03  in. 

, 1.55  in. 

1 

No.  16 

/ i i 

Ro  L,  Holtzcrar;’,  1/2  mile  oast  | Sept,  3 “ 0'’53  j 

of  Douglas,  j Svoptc  L'.^  - 0,32  in,  | 

j Sept,  20  - 0,21  in,  ' le07  in, 

> Sept,  21  - 0,01  in,  j 

GET_P.ID  OP  POCKET  GOFilEFS  AN^MOJ.F^ 

Tro-ppiiig  pocket ■ gophors 5, , cor.'iLiionly  Icioivn  as  salamanders,  has  bog'a;.i 
on  newly  constructed  terraces.  Fifty  wore  caught 'on  OQ  acres  of  terraced 
land  ovaicd  by  ¥ir  t F.  11.  Clenont.  Beginning  about  Novenber  15.,  o.  crow  of 
men  mil  start  an  exuensivo  eradication  cai.ipaign  on  tho  pocket  gopher  and 
mole.  Every  farm  in  the  area  vvill  be  visited,  T!^o  fariiicrs  unll  be  asked  to 
shov'j  tho  boys  over  their  farms  and  to  help  with  t’lo  poisoning  work,  which 
will  consist  of  pla.cing  stryclTnine  alkaloid  trootod  potatoes  in  the  pocket 
gopher  runways.  Mole  trs.ps  are  available  at  the  office  now  for  thos.o 
farmers  who  need  them.  Just  call  by  and  ask  for  one.  The  pocket  gopher 
and  mole  o.rc  a serious  menace  in  starting  gullies,  causing  br codes  in  ter- 
races and  damage  to  crops, 

"Soil  Erosion  work  is  the  real  thing," 
says  Mr,  E,  li,  Lumpkin,  "They  ho.ve  gone  f c^r  ■ 
beyond  my  expectations  'and  haa^e  to.ught  mo 

: practices  that  I expect  to  follow  as  long  as  I 

n " • • ■ . 


farm 
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COmmTITY  PROSPERITY 


The  loss  of  soil  and  soil  fertility  is  a fundamental  reason  for  the 
doolino  of  community  prosperity.  The  loss  of  productive  poT/or  makes  land 
less  capable  of  bearing  taxation  to  support  local  government.  The  chief  fac- 
tor in  soil  deterioration  is  the  washing  av\ray  of  the  fertile  top  soil,  aside 
from  the  decline  in  soil  fertility  due  to  over- cropping  and  improper  soil 
care  • 


EXECUTIVE  AND  TECHNICAL  STAFF 


H.  M.  Mins  - Acting  Regional  Director 
M,  Hays  - Chief  Clerk 

1,  H.  M,  Mims  - Chief  Agronomist 

2.  H,  B.  Martin  - Agronomist 
3*  A,  C,  Morris  - Agronomist 

h.  A,  A,  Breeden  - Asst.  Agronomist 

5.  E,  H,  Greene  - Agricultural  Aide 

6.  J,  W,  Hammett  - Agricultural  Aide 
7*  B,  J,  Slack  - Agricultural  Aide 
8.  L,  Almond  - Agricultiiral  Aide 

9«  E.  Dee  - Chief  of  Range  Managem.ent 


10,  A.  S.  McKean  - Forester 

11,  G,  Me Galium  - Agricultural  Aide 

12,  A,  H,  Bean  - Soil  Expert 

15 • U.  Y,  Oakes  - Jr,  Soil  Expert 

F,  A,  Mitchell  - Jr,  Soil  Expert 

15,  F,  S,  Edniiston  - Chief  Agri,  Engineer 

16.  H,  Lo  McCall  - Asst,  Agri,  Engineer 
17 • Ostorberger  - Jr,  Agri.  Engineer 
18,  T,  C,  iinderson  - Jr,  Agri.  Engineer 
19»  S,  J,  Breaux  - Jr,  -Tgri  Engineer 

20,  E,  Smith  - Jr,  Agri,  Aide 

21,  D,  Richardson  - Jr,  Agri,  Kldc 

22,  J,  D,  McIntyre  - Jr,  Agri,  Aide 
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